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Instead, he forced her to accept the soprano, so for years the
three of them coped with oddly tangled emotions: Verdi was
unyielding, Strepponi frightened and jealous, and Stolz
condent and eager to cultivate an acquaintance with Verdis
wife better a friend than an enemy. The fatal deed must be.
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human desires and fears. While Verdi clearly felt some
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